
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vienna, c.1825, colourised 
Waltz for orchestra 

Composer: Nicholas Gawley 
 
 

  



Instrumentation: 
2 Flutes (2nd doubling Piccolo) 
2 Oboes (2nd doubling Cor Anglais) 
2 Clarinets in Bb (2nd doubling Bass Clarinet) 
2 Bassoons (2nd doubling Contrabassoon) 
 
4 Horns in F 
2 Trumpets in Bb 
3 Trombones (2 Tenor, 1 Bass) 
Tuba 
 
Timpani (1 player) 
2 Percussionists (triangle, tambourine, snare drum, crash cymbals, bass drum, tam-tam, glockenspiel) 

 
Harp 
 
Strings 
 

Note: 
This piece was primarily written as a commemoration of the (at time of writing, impending) 

200th anniversary the birth of Johann Strauss II in 1825, who, notwithstanding being born into an 
already thriving Vienna ballroom culture fronted by his father, Johann Strauss I, would go on to most 
vividly define the Viennese waltz in popular culture in the late 1800s. Hence, the piece takes the form of 
a waltz, though not without a contrasting, slower trio or a touch of burlesque. 

The piece also incorporates elements of the first movement of Beethoven’s Op.130 string 
quartet, also written (though not premiered) in 1825. The juxtaposition and eventual combination of 
the waltz and Beethoven elements creates a composite portrait of musical life in the 1820s, with a focus 
on the dichotomy of public-facing dance music (Viennese ballrooms, with the waltzes of Johann Strauss 
I and Schubert acting as a background) and the private creativity of a deaf, ageing Beethoven, (marked 
by a profound interiority). Thus, the piece also functions as a tribute, not just to the musical culture of 
Vienna as a whole, but also to the dual function of music as an accompaniment to public life and being 
a vehicle for the expression of one’s deepest thoughts and feelings. 
 

Performance notes: 
The waltz sections may be played with an appropriate amount of that Viennese swagger. 
All metronome markings are approximate. 
 

Duration: c. 5 minutes 
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