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The Seashell ,\0\

Chamber opera based on Maurice Ren@eath and the
Shell (1906\

Music and libretto@cholas Gawley
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Instrumentation

Flutes 1-2
Clarinets in Bband A 1-2

HomninF

Percussion (vibraphone, bass drum, tam-tam) ()%
2 Violins 20

1 Viola
1 Cello ‘@
Roles ‘K
Nerval - baritone %
Marie - alto ‘Q
Siren 1 - soprano 5\0

\V

Siren 2 — mezzo-soprano 0
Doctor - silent Q
Synopsis /7

Nerval, an aginﬁ%oser struggling with grief after the death of many of his close friends,

cannot complete hj opus, despite the encouragement of his close friend Marie. In despair, he

turns to the sou e seashell for inspiration but is instead overwhelmed by the sheer beauty of the
sounds E: ithin the seashell, dying as a result. Framing this narrative are scenes where Marie is

Wince the Doctor of the seashell's power, to no avail.

the danger of temptation, The Seashell is a parable about the ways in which artists muse upon their

X
@ Exploring the relationship between desire and creativity, the promises of new technology, and

creative subjects, sometimes with devastating consequences.

Duration: ca. 25 minutes
All metronome marks are approximate.

Transposing score



The Seashell

Music by Nicholas Gawley

Libretto by
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