
Prelude, March, and Cortège 
For chamber ensemble 

Nicholas Gawley 



Instrumentation: 
Clarinet in Eb 

Trumpet in Bb 
Tenor Trombone 

1 Percussionist (snare drum, tambourine*, glockenspiel)
Piano 

* Tambourine should be placed on a stand adjacent to the snare drum and played with the same sticks 
as the snare drum.

Programme Note: 
e piece follows a loose narrative trajectory surrounding the events of a battle, 
with a prelude (featuring distant fanfares and drum rolls) and a following 
cortège surrounding the battle. Quotations of the ‘Last Post’ and ‘Reveille’ lend a 
funereal quality to the cortège, while the ending seeks to provide some 
consolation to the loss that battle inevitably entails. All three sections of the 
piece contain march-like rhythmic motifs to link the sections together and foster 
a martial atmosphere, while the dissonant harmonies suggest the chaotic 
violence of the battlefield rather than any heroism that the individual soldier 
may feel.

Duration: c. 6 minutes

Transposing score 

All metronome marks are approximate!!! 





    
 



          
  

  





    


    


           


       



  







   




 





 













3

3 3

	lontano

	lontano













Very	slow,	as	if	in	the	distance 	=	60

(Tambourine	to	be	placed	on	a	stand	and	played	using	same	drum	sticks	as	snare	drum)

Very	slow,	as	if	in	the	distance 	=	60

Clarinet	in	E♭

Trumpet	in	B♭

Tenor	Trombone

Snare	Drum
Tambourine

Piano



 

  


 

   
  

  
     

  




       
 

 

  

  

        


        


     

  






 




   


 




  








 













3

3 3 3

3 3

	lontano

	lontano

Cl.	in	E♭

Tpt.	in	B♭

Tbn.

Sn.	Dr.
Tamb.

Pno.



 

  

4

Prelude,	March,	and	Cortège
Winner	of	the	2025	Irish	Heritage	Composition	Bursary

Nicholas	Gawley





 

  




 
   


   





      


           

  


       


              

 

  






   









 


 


 








 










cresc.

cresc.



3 3 3

3 3 3

3 3 3























Cl.	in	E♭

Tpt.	in	B♭

Tbn.

Sn.	Dr.
Tamb.

Pno.



 

7



               



        


   


  

 



                         



 





  




  


 





 













3 3

3 3

Cl.	in	E♭

Tpt.	in	B♭

Tbn.

Sn.	Dr.
Tamb.

Pno.

         
 

 
 

       

     

10

Prelude,	March,	and	Cortège4



  
   

        

 


    




  

 

  






  

 

 









 





  


















 













3

3

Cl.	in	E♭

Tpt.	in	B♭

Tbn.

Sn.	Dr.
Tamb.

Pno.

 
 

 12

                        

 

 

      

  





 


    


  

   





    


    


       













 



 












   

  
  

 
       

  
  

 
  





 











3

3

3

Gradually	growing	in	presence

Gradually	growing	in	presence

Cl.	in	E♭

Tpt.	in	B♭

Tbn.

Sn.	Dr.
Tamb.

Pno.

  








 

14

5



      
  

 






    


 



   






 





    


  

 



    


    


       




































    
  

  
 

  
 

  
  

   
 

  





 











3

3

3

3

3

Cl.	in	E♭

Tpt.	in	B♭

Tbn.

Sn.	Dr.
Tamb.

Pno.

 

16

 






             

        



         



    


    


       

 




 


 


 



  
    








 











3

Cl.	in	E♭

Tpt.	in	B♭

Tbn.

Sn.	Dr.
Tamb.

Pno.

   
       

 

 

   
 

 
   

 

18

6






 

 
 

    
 

   



 

    

      






    

     

 

               



 

  


   


  
   





 











cresc.
3

3 3 3 3
Cl.	in	E♭

Tpt.	in	B♭

Tbn.

Sn.	Dr.
Tamb.

Pno.



 
     

20






    






    







    





 


 
 




 


 



    




 


 
 














 




 
 










 








    





 



 
 

















  





























 



 













 

















 











3
3

3













Very	forceful,	vehement,	and	de�ant 	=	120

Very	forceful,	vehement,	and	de�ant 	=	120

Cl.	in	E♭

Tpt.	in	B♭

Tbn.

Sn.	Dr.
Tamb.

Pno.

22

7



  



 

  







 

  





     



 


 
 




 


 



  





      




 



 
 










 






















 






































 




















 
















 











3 3

3 3

3 3




risoluto



risoluto

















Cl.	in	E♭

Tpt.	in	B♭

Tbn.

Sn.	Dr.
Tamb.

Pno.

 

 

25

  



 



  








 
 


  

 



  



 
 




 


 



  





  




 


 




  





 
 











 




  






  





 



 


















 





 











 























 














 






























 











3 3 3 3
3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3




sempre



sempre







Cl.	in	E♭

Tpt.	in	B♭

Tbn.

Sn.	Dr.
Tamb.

Pno.





28
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  



 


     






 


     




        



 


 
 




 


 



    

         




 



 
 










 








   






 


 


 


 


















 











 

















 







 







 











3 3 3 3
3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3



































Cl.	in	E♭

Tpt.	in	B♭

Tbn.

Sn.	Dr.
Tamb.

Pno.

 

 

31

  

    

    




 



  




 


 
 




 


 


 
 











 




   





 



 
 










 



 
 



















 


 
















  

























 





 





 










 











3
3

3



































Cl.	in	E♭

Tpt.	in	B♭

Tbn.

Sn.	Dr.
Tamb.

Pno.

 

 

34
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

 
           

  


   

  


   



  




  





  


  


  


     



  






  





 



 









 



 
 




 
 











 













 




















































 




 






 











 











3 3

3 3

3 3 3 3

3











Cl.	in	E♭

Tpt.	in	B♭

Tbn.

Sn.	Dr.
Tamb.

Pno.

 

 

37

 
        

 

 

   


   


         


   


     






 




  







  











 



 
 






  


























 













 






































 




 











 











 











3 3 33 3 3

3 3 3 3

3
Cl.	in	E♭

Tpt.	in	B♭

Tbn.

Sn.	Dr.
Tamb.

Pno.

 

   

39
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

    



 
   

 



 
  

   


   


         


   


  

     




 




      





 



 
 





 



























































































 











3 3 3 3
3 3 3 3

3 3 3

























Cl.	in	E♭

Tpt.	in	B♭

Tbn.

Sn.	Dr.
Tamb.

Pno.



 



   

41

   
    

   
  


    

 



 



    


   

  


  


        


  


     






 



 
 





 
  


 


 









  







 



 





























 





 




  




















 














 





























 











3 3 3

3

3 3 3

3 3 3 3























Cl.	in	E♭

Tpt.	in	B♭

Tbn.

Sn.	Dr.
Tamb.

Pno.

 

   

 

   

43
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

  
  





     






      




  






  



   



  


  


           



  













  








  

 





  


 


 


 









 


 


  











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












 













 


 


 


 








 


 


  

  
 





 










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3

3
3

3
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
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   
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


    

 
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



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   


  


 



  


 


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 




 


 

  
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




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  

     

   



    

    
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



   

 

 

     
  

  


  

 


  

 




 
   


 


 


 


   


    


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


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






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3
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
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 
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
     



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   

  



     




      




  





  



 
 




 





   
   

 

   
   

 

  









 






 



 













  


     


   




 


 
 

 
  

 





 











3

3

3

3

3 3 3 3

3

3

3 3 3 3
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























Cl.	in	E♭

Tpt.	in	B♭

Tbn.

Sn.	Dr.
Tamb.

Pno.







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

52

13




     



  
    



   



 

  



   
   




   
   



































 





 














 

 
 

 


 


   
   

   








 











3 3 3 3 3

3 3 3

3

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3












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

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     




   



 

  







 

  





 

      
 

     
  

 

 




 




 









 






 


 

 










 












 
 


     


















 










 




















 















 











3 3 3

3 3

3

3




risoluto



risoluto

















Cl.	in	E♭

Tpt.	in	B♭

Tbn.

Sn.	Dr.
Tamb.

Pno.

  

 

 

   
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  

 


  






  

  

 




 

     
  






     

 





 

 










 




 







 









 














 





 











 















 

 























 
 


 



 







 










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3
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
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







   








   

     

   

 




 





  

    

 




 


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
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

       


       

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




 



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 




 




 
 




 




 











 

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





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






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

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
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




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







  
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
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