
 

 

 

 

 

Fire and Water 
For orchestra 

Composer: Nicholas Gawley 
 

  



Instrumentation: 
Flute 1-2 (2nd dbl. Piccolo) 

Oboe 1-2 (2nd dbl. Cor Anglais) 

Clarinet in Bb 1-2 (2nd dbl. Bass Clarinet) 

Bassoon 1-2 

 

Horn 1-2 

Trumpet in C 1-2 

 

Timpani (1 player) 

Percussion (1 player): triangle, suspended cymbal, tam-tam, vibraphone, glockenspiel 

 

Strings 

 

Composer’s note: 
This piece was inspired by the recent Turner and Constable: Rivals and Originals exhibition at the Tate 
Britain. An entire room in that exhibition is dedicated to the infamous 1831 Royal Academy exhibition where 
John Constable, tasked with arranging the layout of the paintings, choose to juxtapose his Sailsbury 
Cathedral from the Meadows with a couple of paintings by J.M.W. Turner, including Caligula’s Palace and 
Bridge. John Constable provocatively chose to put his painting as the centrepiece, not only provoking a 
furious reaction from Turner himself, but inspiring a rage from the critics, who commented on the 
metaphorical juxtaposition of fire (Turner’s painting, bathed with warm yellow) and water (Constable’s 
painting, soaked with blue and grey). But there are similarities lurking beneath this juxtaposition: both are 
landscape paintings that showcase both painters’ prodigious use of light and colour. 

It is this concept of opposing colours/light/feelings emanating from the same source which inspires this 
composition. I have not chosen to slavishly depict the paintings in music, rather I have instead focused on 
the metaphors used to describe them, and latterly the general use of colour and light in the paintings. This is 
expressed in the ‘fiery’ outer sections and the cooler, calmer, more shimmering inner section. However, both 
sections spring from the same motivic building blocks, thus ensuring that fire and water, like Turner and 
Constable, can be seen as essentially two sides of the same coin.  

 

Transposing score 



  

 

John Constable – Sailsbury Cathedral from the Meadows (1831) 



 
 

 

 

J.M.W. Turner – Caligula’s Palace and Bridge (1831) 



  
  





 
 


     



  
  





   

     

  









  
 

     

     

     

     

     

     

    
      




      



      


   
 

      
      




         



       



      

   
        





       



      


     
       




        



       



 

     

     

     

















































arco

pizz.

arco

pizz.

5 5 5

5 5 5 5

5 5 5 5

5 5 5

   

   

   

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

  

 

 





















Allegro	con	fuoco;	energico 	=	69

1

2

1

2

1Flute

2Flute

1Oboe

2Oboe

1Clarinet	in	B♭

2Clarinet	in	B♭

1
2

Bassoon

1
2

Horn	in	F

1
2

Trumpet	in	C

Timpani

Percussion

1

2

Violin	I

1

2

Violin	II

Viola

Violoncello

Double	Bass

Fire	and	Water
Nicholas	Gawley



    

  
  

  


 

       

    

         

 

  
    

  

       

  
             

  
         

    
             

      





       

   





              
 

   


          


           

          

       




           

 
      





 



     

  

         


        



        

    
       

 

                  

  
      


            


    







































con	sord.

arco

pizz.

5 5 5

5 5 5

5 5

5

5 5 5

5 5 5

5 5

5

5

   

   

   
   

   

   

    

   
1

2

1Fl.

2Fl.

1Ob.

1Cl.	in	B♭

2Cl.	in	B♭

1Bsn

2Hn	in	F

1Tpt	in	C

1

2

Vln	I

1

2

Vln	II

1

2

Vla













    

A

7

 

 




 

 




 







 
 

 
 

 


       

   





            
    

   





           

   

    

  
            






  
   


         




   

   
         

        

   
      


   

     

  































5 5

5 5

5

5

5 5 5

5

5

5

5

5


 


 


 


 

     
 


 


 

  
  

 

     











a	2

1Fl.

1Ob.

1Cl.	in	B♭

2Cl.	in	B♭

1
2

Bsn

1

2

Vln	I

1

2

Vln	II

1

2

Vla

 

 

 

B
15

6 Fire	and	Water



     

   



      




       

    
 

  



          

    


  



     
       

 
       

      


     


   



       



    
  

    
 

 



  
    

  

  
     


     

  
     


     




 
  









 





  




      





        


        



      




     




        





         



        



         




     




 





      

     



        


              






       

     



        



            



 







      


       
                

       
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






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5 5 5 5

5 5 5 5

5 5 5 3

5 5 5 5

5 5 5 5

5 5 5 3

5 5

5

5 5

5 5

5
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3
3

3
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 


 
 
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1Fl.

2Fl.

1Ob.

2Ob.

1Cl.	in	B♭

2Cl.	in	B♭

1Bsn

2Bsn

1
2

Hn	in	F

1

2

Vln	I

1

2

Vln	II

1

2

Vla




C
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


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
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
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3
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5
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3
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  
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marcato

  

  

  
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				

				

To	Picc.

a	2

1Fl.

2Fl.

1Ob.

2Ob.

1Cl.	in	B♭

2Cl.	in	B♭

1
2

Bsn

1.2Hn	in	F

1
2

Tpt	in	C

Timp.

1

2

Vln	I

1

2

Vln	II

1

2

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.


 





   



 

 
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